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YOUR SAVINGS MAXIMUM Matthew 25:14-30 

With the changes in bti1lkinc regulations , \>,e hear a lot about 

minimum investment and maximum eet-run . That is appealing to most 

of us because we like the maximum from the minumum . We want to g 

get the most from the least amount of input . And that is true of 

our spiritual lives. Jesus Christ has saved us . And we can now 

live at the minillum or maximum level. He gave his maximum i but 

he leaves to us the amount we ' ll put in, and , in the long rn, the 

amount we i ll get out . There is a minimum level and there is 

a maximum level of living. 

L. Consider the mimimum level . Let me personify the several 

~evels of , imi , um living. The first level is the level of Ricky 

Reluctant . He 1s the one who always raises the question: "Do 

have to" or "What can I get by on?" In other words , "What is 

the least I can do and still come out all right". You see what 

happens - the minimum becomes the maximum. What is least requird 

becomes t.he most t.hat. is done . The question becomes not "What 

can I do?" but rather "What must I do?" 

This is true of all of life . As children we were told to 

wash our face . So we dabbed a little water on our cheeks , ne

glecting the ears and neck •• because that was theleast we would 

00 and still get by. Or as students when the t eacher assigned 

a tenD paper we ask: "How long does it have to be?" "Are 

those 2) pags single spaced or double spaced?" Ibcfthat in 

C/qde f(..e ~,f,.,/6~ -: ., 



The life of Ricky Reluctant 115 nearly always fi (]!;lh 

drudge -v, seldom with fun . There is little excitment Dr auvenr 

ture in life . He is too bus) doinc what 15 expected, no 

more . It is like pleasing the law until it becoms a den • 
.J1<

long to be free and can ' t understand why we are not . cky 

Relactant lives at the minimum lvel . 

is to2 . Then there is Marty MateriaL ~lis goal in 

gain and multiply posessions . Now there is nothine; W'One; wit, 

that necessarily . but Marty is pre~ccupied with it. HL ne'.ev 

says " what can I give?" but he says "What can I get out of IT 

He says: " What does it pay?" "\Jaht ' ::, in it for lIIe'" 

The Bible has many examples like Marty Material . Tuk M 

steward in todays gospel lesson. But he was afraid to lose nr~l 

and 1n the end lost out . Or there is the farmer who had 5U~ 

banner crops , and built bigger granaries . And there _ 8 ri~9 
yoW'lg ruler who came to Jesus , and who after the encounter .... tI1.

Jesus .ent away sorrowfully . 

But Marty Material is not limited to the Bible . We .... ~t: 1 C 

nearly every day . According to the IRS , the average person 

gives ~ to charity. That is all it takes to be averag~ . ~ 

haven ' t yet learned the lesson oC' the writer of Eccl .no , Gp6 ~ 

looked at life from man ' s perspective , came to the CGDClus 0: 

that all ...e do is pile up and store what ",e earn only to r t:a-"lL 

that we will have to leave it . Paul wrote that \ole ca e into 

this ,.. 0 /<1 IUI~ ;u.,t(,'1 J au 4K /lk .. ,H./~' 0 ...-1 af!;t. 



That was a radicaL THOtCHT FOR 'nIE early Chrl~tians , and 
(3' . 

. t is for us too even after a:xx> years of the Christian eXP€'r

.ence. Marty Material sees things and life as ends in them

,elves ; there is not final joy in life . There is only a rude 

lwakening when it is over. 

~. Rlck;y Reluctant and Marty Material live at the minimum 

level of life . Yet , there 1s still another. It is Noel NarcissUl 

~ed after Narcissus who fell in love with his o~n rellection 

In the pooll Noel ' s concern is to favor those who love him or 

:an help him in life . His question is not "Who can help" but 

~WayS " who can help me?" When he discovers who can he jp him 

~hose are the ones he caters too . Someone has called this the 

nedicine dropper approach to life . We calculate our relation

3hips. We evaluate persons and we decide on the one who can 

1elp us 8 little and we give him a little drop of love i and 

~he person that can help us a lot we give him a full dropper 

rull . Harriet Beecher Stowe once want to a party where she 

~aid it seemed everyone had left himelf at home . We have had 

~hat experience . No one really wants to relate •••because there 

Ls nothing in it for them . They calculate no drops and leave 

~hetr love at home . 

Even scripture recognized this lifestyle . Luke says that 

myone can love those whom they know will return it. And anyom 
t,.,J 

:an lesnd to those who will pay it back. But , says Jesus - the 



Jesus key statement is this one , vers\.; 31, "And a5Q U 

wish that men would do to you , do so to them" . Treat all p.'Ie'" 

as you want them to treat you and they will . Otherwiae lif~ 

narrow and lonely because in the end there is only Narcissu~ 

himself , who lived life at a bare mimimum . 

The real trouble with these l evels of living i8 that 

end in deadness/ There is something exciting about boiling wJe-l 
When water is bailing the bubbles dance around and bow1.ce ~ 

burst as tho they l1ere enjoying boiling to the filleet. ::::'0 , 

we have not lived at the maximum level if \-:e haven 't l e t. ou.r' 

selves bubble and burst in life . If we don ' t bubble .e b~con_e.. 

like the dead sea which for centuries has taken all i t coulu 

but never given Bl1¥ away •• and it is stagnant and dead. 'J ~ 

is where miniumum level of life leads us . 

4 . There is however a maximum levle . 

A. We see it in the life of Jesus . Jesus never si.,itl ":£

done enough". Oh, he did take time to go apart add pra,!.- r uut 

when the crowds came again he was ready. He didn ' t IllUit on lheJ'.\ 

but loved them to the end. He gave life tbe maximum . You r eca..l 

the reaction of Jesus when the lady broke the expensive ~~ 

of perfume and poured it on his feet? He ~,lB.S ecstatic. ~ 

complained about how foolish she was . But Jesus \"Ias j oyfuJ pe... 

cause someone had spontaneously responded t.o him with t!lt; ~... 

imum d3f what she had and he knO,.J that thht. is what., l1te j !) c..tl 

about. 



A man once spent some time in Nova scot~Hhen he re

turned h~ said that the most exciting thing he saw was the ris

iog tides . He said "You could hear it coming, you could see it 

coming , you could smell it coming. The tides swept into the bay 

and lifted boats that had been careened on their sides andset 

them off on a new levelll Isn ' tthat what the life of Christ• 

does? When he approaches he lifts up lives , picks up those ~no 

have been knocked down and lying their sides . He gives them the 

otfer of new life . He offers them life at the maximum. 

B. What is the maximum for us? It is really quite sdlm.. 

ple • • it is the level of total commitment . And to have 

total commitment we must first have 8 spriitual commitment. 

Listen to Jesus: 

" Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and don ' t do the things I 

say? ••Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he that does the will of my Father. Many 

will come and say ' have we not prophesied, cast out devils , and 

done many wonderful works in your name?" (Yet Jesus will 

say ••• I never knew yoli'. Matt 7: 21-23 

They were only doing thru the motions , with noe spiritual 

commitment, doing things for what they could get out ot them. 

What did Jesustell Nicodemus: "You must be born of the 

Spirit from above ," He told Zaccheus that he would have to 

receive a new spirit if ho wanted to change . He told the dis

ciples ~ Yt"re,.e -14> 5;,,,/ ,./. -I/"y / /",,"5 ..., ~i Je'"5 
~."Id li ve ,;, ike,., 



~ 'omifdt yourself and use the Spirit God g1ves "'~..LJ 

believe that Jesus says love , then love . If you U~lte.~hul: 
Jesus says forgive , then forgive , no maller what . I t lOu bCI,ev( 

he calls you to witness , then wtin~ss . Our problem la thu' ~~ 

sit back and wait for some mystical experience t.o hll!Pen ..hg.",

it has aready happened out. side of Jerusalem on a crees . 

Recive the Spirit now and do . Too many have died l.l..Nady. 

Someer you have read a delight.ful book culled "Hope f Ir -ft.£ 

Flowers". It is an allegory of c cat.erpillars , one tlbo h .. ~ 

become a butterfly and the other who wants to . Finally the ~+

terfly says to the yearning caterpillar, nyou must .-nt t.o f'At 

so much that you are willing to give up being a cat~111~1 

Comitment is spiritual. 

But if one ' s spiritual c~~itment is spiritual it is ,l.a 

economic . The pocketbook is affected . In first John 1t is 

written that if we see those in need and we have t he worlci ' 5 

goods and do not help , then the love of God is not rea1~y ik. 

us . lie cannot give at the minimum level and still lov £;: C 

Notice that the good Samaritan not only provided healirlt., 'f-rt' 
the inured man, but told the innkeeper to get what vas nc... d..el 
and that. he would pay tor it . And. what. of Xo..cchueus . 1 11111 Lk~ 

ly after his conversion he promised to r estore fourfol u ~ 

to elve hlat ot what he had to theneedy . His st.e\-;arclehi i W36 

affect.ed by what was in his heart. . 

http:affect.ed


Go 
LeTourneau the great industrialist said that the question 

~n- " ,oJ. ~ 1
of how muc~G~gives,us do we give back to him , but how much 

of waht God gives to us do we really need to keep for ourselves 

God gave himself and yet offers us even more . Luke 6: 38 says : 

"Glve , and it will be given YOU j good measure , pressed do...m, 5 

shaken together , running over, will be put in your lap. For 

the measure you give will be the measure you get bac~l. The 

image here is of the tunics people wore when they came to get 

grain. Their skirt fanned a basket and what is being said is 

when Jesus pours in grain, he ' ll shake it to settle it and 

then give you more than a full load. 

Rick;y Reluctant , Harty Materila and Noel r~arcissus cannot kn 

know the blessings that Christ can give . But you and I can. \"18 

:::an ask his help in livine life to the maximwn . We can by 

taking the one talent , or the 2 talents , at the 5 talents he 

'las given to us and using them for his glory. 


