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With the changes in banking regulations, we hear a lot about
minimum investment and maximum eetrun., That is appealing to most
of us because we like the maximum from the minumum. We want to £
get the most from the least amOuﬁt of input, And that is true of
our spiritual lives., Jesus Christ has saved us. And we can now
live at the minimum or maximum level., He gave his maximum; but
he leaves to us the amount we'll put in, and,in the long rn, the
amount we;ll get out., There is a minimum level and there is
a maximum level of living.

L. Consider the mimimum level. Let me personify the several
levels of ,imi,um living., The first level is the level of Ricky
Reluctant, He is the one who always raises the question: "Do
I have to" or "What can I get by on?" In other words, "What is
the least I can do and still come out all right". You see what
happens - the minimum becomes the maximum, What is least requird
becomes the most that is done. The question becomes not "What
can I db?" but rather "What must I do?"

This is true of all of life. As children we were told to
wash our face., So we dabbed a little water on our cheeks, ne-
glecting the ears and neck..because that was theleast we would

do and still get by. Or as students when the teacher assigned

a term paper we ask: "How long does it have to be?™  "Are

”
those 20 pags single spaced or double spaced?” D& that in-
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The life of Ricky Reluctant is nearly always fill

druiger, seldom with fun, There is little excitment
ture in life, He is too busy doing what is expected, g
more, It is like pleasing the law until it becoms a |
I%Rn-é to be free and can't understand why we are no
Relactant lives at the minimum lvel.

2., Then there is Marty Material. !lis goal in
gain and multiply posessions. Now there is nothing
that necessarily, but Marty is pre-occupied with
says "what can I give?" but he says "What can I ge
He says: "What does it pay? "™Waht's in iL for me :

The Bible has many examples like Marty Material L Take Y
steward in todays gospel lesson. But he was afraid lose rra)
sopwe.
a rick
ter Wil

and in the end lost out., Or there is the farmer
banner crops,and built bigger granaries. And there |
young ruler who came to Jesus, and who after the e
Jesus sent away sorrowfully, 2
But Marty Material is not limited to the Bible, | see iC
nearly every ﬁ. According to the IRS, the averag rson
gives 2L to charity. That is all it takes to be avq‘ge. We
haven't yet learned the lesson o{ the writer of Ecc ’ 0, Qb !ﬂ.t
looked at life from man's perspective, came to the lusior
that all we do is pile up and store what we earn onlgto realpe

that we will have to leave it. Paul wrote that we c!,e into
this ceer M witd anf, awd we ke Mf"uf 0«'/ a‘ﬁ’.
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Jesus key statement is this one, versc 31, "Andas you
wish that men would do to you, do so to them", Treal all meW\
as you want them to treat you and they will., Othe life
narrow and lonely because in the end there is only M@cissuc
himself, who lived life at a bare mimimum,

The real trouble with these levels of 1ivingi that
end in deadness/ There is something exciting about ing wele”
When water is boiling the bubbles dance around and

burst as tho they were enjoying boiling to the fal

we have not lived at the maximum level if we haven!
selves bubble and burst in life, If we don't bubble becone.
like the dead sea which for centuries has taken all ﬂ. could
but never given any away . . and it is stagnant and riad. Thel
is where miniumum level of life leads us. ;

L. There is however a maximum levle.

A. We see it in the life of Jesus. Jesus never said "
done enough". Oh, he did take time to go apart add pray, LuC
t on them

You recaj

- when the crowds came again he was ready. He didn't

but loved them to the end. He gave life the maximum

the reaction of Jesus when the lady broke the expe hottl <
of perfume and poured it on his feet? He was ecstatdig. M

complained about how foolish she was., But Jesus w oyful p&
cause someone had spontaneously responded to him withi the mexX-
imum 6f what she had and he know that that is what : e is all_
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~ A man oncé spent some time in Nova Scotia, When he re-
turned he said that the most exciting thing he saw was the ris-
ing tides. He said "You could hear it coming, you could see it
coming, you could smell it coming, The tides swept into the bay
and lifted boats that had been careened on their sides andset
them off on a new level", Isn'tthat what the life of Christ
does? When he approaches he lifts up lives, picks up those who
have been knocked down and lying their sides, He gives them the
offer of new life, He offers them life at the maximum,

B. What is the maximum for us? It is really quite siam=
ple . + it is the level of total commitment. And to have
total commitment we must first have a spriitual commitment.
Listen to Jesus:

"Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and don't do the things I
say?...Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he that does the will of my Father. Many
will come and say 'have we not prophesied,cast out devils, and
done many wonderful works in your name?" (Yet Jesus will
58y « « o I never knew you"., Matt 7:21-23

They were only doing thru the motions, with noe spiritual
commitment, doing things for what they could get out of them,

What did Jesustell Nicodemus: "You must be born of the
Spirit from above," He told Zaccheus that he would have to

receive a new spirit if he wanted to change. He told the dis-

ciples Y vecewe HKe S;n'.f ke Hoir lives se 7%»1‘ Jesus
could /lve sn Them.



_Commit yourself and use the Spirit God gives ysm, 11
believe that Jesus says love, then love. If you bel\ﬁhat

Jesus says forgive, then forgive, no matter what. Ifiyou be}ev?

he calls you to witness, then wtiness. Our problem @8 thal w&

sit back and wait for some mystical experience to n whe
it has aready happened out side of Jerusalem on a cz Se
Recive the Spirit now and do., Too many have died ‘eady .

Someof you have read a delightful book called "HBpe for f1e
Flowers", It is an allegory of c caterpillars, one ?ﬂlo hag
become a butterfly and the other who wants to. Fina.‘y the bat-
terfly says to the yearning caterpillar, "You must ?nt to ﬁt{
so much that you are willing to give up being a ca'i.yillax"
Comitment is spiritual, é

But if one's spiritual commitment is spiritual it is alse
economic, The pocketbook is affected. In first John}t is
written that if we see those in need and we have the world's
goods and do not help, then the love of God is not peally i
us, We cannot give at the minimum level and still Jjove Coc
Notice that the good Samaritan not only provided hel‘lint-_ (ol
the inured man, but told the innkeeper to get what as ne:;A,e;i.
and that he would pay for it. And what of lacchueua: Trmme di abe -
ly after his conversion he promised to restore fourfold ;'d_
to give hlaf of what he had to theneedy. His stewardship, wdsS

affected by what was in his heart.
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